A SERMON 
 PREACHEDAT : 
WIMONDHAM; 

In Norfolke, at the Primary Viſitation 


of the Right Honourable and Revercnd 
Father in God, 


MATTHEVY. 


Lord Biſhop of N ox w1 c x,- on the 
third of Tune, Aus. Dow. 163 6: 
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Primedby Thomas # ver, andare to be ſold by - 
=”  Goafrey Emerſon, and are to be fold at his 


Hop in little Brittaine. 1637. 
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TO THERTGHT 

REVEREND FATHER, 
IN Goo, 


MATTHEW, 


Lord Biſhop of Norwich, and Deane of the 
6 For, eſtics Chappell Royal, 


My. Lon Ny 
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<7 Do to you with all humble- 
A PR nelle, which was preach- 
WA AF 9; : 
5 ea cdatyour Lord{hps Vi- 
| SSIVESV ſitation. The Time, the 
| Place, the Occaſion, yea My ſelfe beare 
ſuch arelation to you, that they move 
me to ſue to your Lordſhip for the pa- - 


A2 tronage 


the Epiſtle Dedicatory. EE 
tronage of it. Godgrant your Lordfinup 
encreaſe of dom madhoooncys bot 
God and the Church may rectiveanen- * | 
creaſe of honour by thenk both, This js 
the daily prayer of him whois, and:wall | 
be 


LY AT: 
( } ; 


| Rrrewans Tx yooom 


S. Lux » Chap. 19. Verl. 46. 


It « written, My houſe is the houſe of prayer : but ye have 
made it a denne of theeves. 
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45; F $ SN was taken out of 1ſay , the Sermon 
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ay place, which he viſited, was the 
y®\j# Temple. 

_— REY Indicia a domo Dei : the fitteſt place 
or Indoement to begin at, is the Houſe of God : ſer butall 
ightin the Temple,and all will go well enough with the 
ommon-wealth. The Common-wealth is ſuſtained by Tu- 
tice, but, Iuftice it ſelf is upheld by Religion, that Plato 
puts down for a maxime in his Alcth. IF, Religion talter, 
hen Teſtice cannot but ſwerve ; and the ſwerving of 7u- 
Fce cannot be without danger,if not without the down- 
allofa State*.. 

Domus Det, and Domus Regis, Gods Houſe, and the 
Cngs Houſe ſtood together; f Solomon built them : but 
iſt Solomon built Gods houſe, and then His own - for it is 
ne Temple;that doth,and muſt ever cſtabliſh the Throne: 


A 3 : The 


k-=®g Hcſc words were a Sermon; the Tex: 


W6. was preached at a Viſitation time: the 
& Yiſer himſelf preached it, and the 


1-Ep.S.Per, 
C.4.Y. 17» 


1.Reg.c.6,7, 


. («) Cap.z8. 


(b) Cap.19. 
(c) Cap.20, 


(4) Cap. 5. 


(e) Cap.38. 


Jud. 21,25," 


are derived from Religion - but Religion. t00 will fall into p 


2 A Sermon preached 
The ſafety of the King and Szate,and the life of ruſtice | 


picugs ifit be not continually cemented and repaired|} 
y Di{ciphive. Hence-the Fathers inthe Primitivetimes, 

and4nce, have beſtowed all their care, and directed all| , 
theirendeavours4to this one end, that is Diſcipline, As|* 
good pull down. the Church with the Edemite,, as cry| 
down the Diſcipline of it with the Separatiſt. To keep 
this up, the Apoſtles themiclvey labgured ,- like wile 
work-men, ordaining in their Cazons two times in the 
yeare tor Epiſcopal, Aſſemblies (a) zwhich Conftitntion was; 
afterward quickened again by.the General Cevncele: fo 
this was thought the way to corre the witiouſneſſe of y, 
the Clergy, and to preſerve ſanitity of life among" them, ,j 
in the Conncell at Ghalcedon (b) ; to root out herefre, and. 
maintaine purity of. Doctrine, the Councell at Artioch(c)yyy 
to hinder oppreſſion of inferiour Clergy\men, and (cttle juyge 


fticeamong the Prelates,in the NiseneCouncel(d) : to rev, 


move ſch;ſme,and to plant waity and conſpiration, in the 
Cangrs of the Apoſtles (e). Lg 
It is the Prelates partto ſee to Diſcipline, and taactub,, 
ate the Laws by lecing them obeyed , whichrotherwi 
would come to no birth, but dyc abortive. They-ſtrikg# 


 atthe very foaudation of the Church , that ſpeak againfſ 7 


the Hierarchy of Biſhops: for remove the Prelacy, and reps 
move Diſcipline: and diſcipline being thruſt out, Religion. 3 
fals Aatupon the ground, Where there 1s #o King , ahy 

Once it was in 1ſrael, there every man did. what {% Mc 
good in his own eyes: where there is vo Prelateyus'it Snowy 
1n ſome Cities beyond the ſeas, there all ſorts. of ſchiſayye 
ticks broachall ſorts of doctrines, every. man profeſlitiky. 
wha Religion he pleaſes. But with us it there be nothy, 
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Clergy, itisithe neglet of the Prelare ; and if there 

| religions awd conformable people, it is the fault of 

the Priefbforit the Pric would but do-hir duty, thepro. 
of would, or muſt-do 1/217 -. | 


Ver.45. 


'City 


y Mple' 
d reafirution. 2. The rophanation of 1t. In the 1nftitution, 
igivhs What it thuſt be, Downs. 2. For whom, Gor, Dos 
> , three. 3, To what end, Prayer, Domus mea.,aomnis Orationts. 
emp. The wiilterableneſſe of chat end, it iS not fwit, or erir, 
NOVÞut eff, Domenowmea Eft domws orationts. 5. The reaſon, or 
ſw4round, and:that is, becanſe God himſelfe hath inſtity. 
dvit 10, $cripram off , Domus mea eft aldimics orati- 
£00 Tie prophanation of it is aporavated. 1. From what 


it 


I. 
Pal. 24. 1. 


1, Tim; 2.3. 


Gen.21. 


Exod. 25. 


Pſal.1 3 2, 


(a) De vita 
Mocfis,li.z. 


cap. I 4, 


4 4 Sermon preached 


(+) Socrlih.1. Eccleſia pertatilis. (bY... The fiift Sanituary God waswor 


it was made;Spelunca. 2. From the perſons that were en- 
tertained in it, Theewes, [pelunca Latronum. 3. From the 


_ perſons, that made it ſo, the Jews, yea, the Seribes - 


Phariſes, Vos autem fecifits eam ſpeluncam latrowum. 4 
From the cont/nyance of time, it 1s not Yos Facitss eam,, 
but which is more, Fos Feciſtis cam ſpeluncam latronum. 
© Though,as David faith, Domini eſt terra, and as Saint: 
Paul ſaith, Yolo wiros orare in omni loco : though God be 


= 
o 


the immenſe. inhabitant of the whole earth , and ewery 
place in it may,and ſhould be our 0ratory ; yethe hart 
ever confined his preſence to ſome particalar places to! 
be adored in. | 
At firſt God was reſorted to. in a remote Aountaine, 
or a neighbouring Greve,places fit for ſilence and conte 
plation, where there might be no avocation of the min 
from. God : there Abraham was a ſollicitor of God by: 
{RUOCALION., | | 
When Groves were abuſed by Gentile ſuperſtition, 
then God removedhimſelf into a Tabernacle, and be 
camea fellow-traveller.with Moſes, and the children 
Iſracl. It was Introibimus in Tabernaculum jus then, ti 
Solomons time, God was not to be ſpoken with bur in hi 
Tabernacle. | 
But when he had given his people reſt,then he would 
havea hexſe built him, a place toreſt in too: E's? Win 
ca mw Semple kd Corr , fe. rms mags idpvÞ ci 0 rigors pop 
562 i629), {aith Phils (a). They were a travelling people 
and God. appointed them a traveling Temple ; in in 
tion Whercof bleſſed Conſtantine in time of warre had 


by 
q 


ſhipped in, was ſine redts : the ſecond had rettums, but ne 
GR : laſt of all, when God'had brought ther 
| AE: 


at Wimondham, + 5 
unto a ſe/ed condition, and given them, poſſeions, and 
houſes, God wauld be lowed a poſſeſs pe a houſe 
among them then ; and then Solomon blilt him a Houſe: 
he was ſine demo; he had no heuſt till then. 

Ever hince God hath been the owner of a hoyſe,though 
the fanaticall ſchiſmatique would allow him none, he. 
would make God at beſt but his Inmate, and he ſhould | 
lodgein charity with him, like the poore Levite in Mizahs J _ «gp 
honſe,or like the wan of Gad in the Shunamites little cham- © wa 


| ber. An houſe God will have of «s,to whom we are be- 


holden for ours ; not a chamber, or a parlour, a part of a 
houſe, but a whole houſe, and that not commonto others, 
but proper to himſelf, which we may call his owne, and 
lay, Domis mea, 

Well, God cannot complaine for want of an hoſe, :. 
but he may thanke the deyotion of former times for it: 
for weare more forward to pull downe, then to ſet up, 
and thinke much of doing that we do, to keepe them up, 
much more of beautifying and adorning them. We have 
ſtripped Faith naked to be ſcorned and laughed at by 
the adverſary, good works are ont of faſhion , and thar 
Religion likes us beſt, that cofts us leaſt, The primitive 
Chriſtians thought it the beſt ſervice they could do to 
God, to do ſomething to hi Houſe : that no ſigne of 7e- 
ligien,to adorne their own houſes with marble,and Ivory, 
and cedar, and tapeſtry, and pictures,and ſee Gods houſe 
neglected, and fiot provided for. See ow, ſaith Davidto 


3.54.9 3 


Nathan, I dwell in an houſe of cedar , but the 4rke of God 
dwelleth within curtains. He:thought it a diſhonour td 
God, that even the Kings palace ſhould be more glon- 
ous than Gods hogſe. This made Antiquity to chriſten 
their Churches by the name of Baſlice, not onely, ar 

B cauſc 
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PF T A Sermon. preacbed 


' 
r cauſe the King of all people was there ſaciiticcd to, as 1/;- 
| | (4) Licrg.c.4, 4ors (2) 3 bur tor the glorrouſpeſfe of their trame,as may 
|. be gathered our of Eccleftaſticall Hiſteries. Enſebius 
F | can ſhew you the magnificcace of thoſe Temples,that Cop. 
(b) Lib.3.44 ſantineerected(b);and Athanaſius of that vaſt one,which 
(c) In agoloy, his ſonne Conſtantins built at Alexandria (c), who as he 
ad Corſtant, fcceeded his Father in religion, ſo inthe care of Gods 
houſe; for they go together y Jo God's houſe tall, and Re- 
ligion cannot but be ſmothered in it, whatſoever moB- 
tence any {chiſmatique can frame for the neglect of it. 
Little love there is to God, where his houſe is not uled 
like a houſe, no beauty, nor ornament in it,nay, 9 7cou5 
(4) Hom, 36, x", to uſe.the words of Saint Chryſoſtome (d), in farre 
in.1.Ccr. worſe condition then a hoyſe - when the Church is kept 
more like a hogge-ſtiethen a houſe , and is exceedcd in 
beauty by an Zoſpitall or an Almes-houſe,and men come 
with as little devotion to it, as to a priſon or a peſt-houſe, 
- the Charcell ſtaring from the Church, as if they were tal- 
- en out with oneanother; the windows glazed with lome 
and morter in ſtead of painted glaſſe ; the wals hung with 
cobwebs in ſtead of tapeſiry, and the 7ogfe over-laid with 
duſt in ſtead of gold. And this wretched heape of ſtopes is 
Domus Dei, fit cnough tor a houſe to worſhip God in. 
A houſe merits not the name of a hoyſe, if it be nor 
beautified and adored: but that which. beaurifies a houſe 
moſt, is nity. For this cauſe the Texppleis ſtiled not Cy- 
| ria, but Damus;not a Court, where emulation is bred, and 
{aches nouriſhed, but a Houſe,where there is all /ove and 
eace. Pnity is hardly preſerved in a State, but may eafi- 
Phal, 68, y ina Houſe": Diviſion in ta; 1s more dangerous, but in 
zhis.more opprobrious, when men are not of ove minde | 
in an Houſe,but the favber againſt the ſonne, and the ſonxe 
| againſt 


- 
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at Wimondham. 7 
againſt the father. The Church ſhould be Domwe, for or- 
der and unity kept in it: but not Dome diviſa,  hauſe di- 
vided againſt it ſelfe, where the Paſtor is againſt the peo- 
ple,and the people againſt the Faſtor,and both againſt their 
Prelate. 

The devill was the firſt ſchiſmatique, whoſe labour it 
is, ever ſince he made a dwiſion in heaven, to ſow his 
ſeeds of diviſion on carth'; and though he cannot beable 
to diſquiet heaven any more, yet earth cannotbe at peace 


for him. He put Coreh, Dathan,and Abiramupon a ſchiſme Num.16. 


inthe time of Moſes; he bred the ſeparation of the Euſts- 
ſiaxs, that cauſed the Councell at Ganegrazand a little af. 
ter kindled the ſchiſmaticall fire of the Donatiſts, which 
did great harme to the Church in the time of Saint Au- 
euſtine , untill a Councell was aflembled at Africe'to 
quenchit. 
Theſe very ſchiſmes are revived inour times:fer com- 
pare the ſchiſmatiques that diſquiet the Church at this 
day with them, and ye ſhall finde them 6oth alike, ſave 
that owrs have patched themſelyes a coat together with 
{ome ſhreds of all the s/d hereſies. God purge his Church, 
and make it a Houſe at unity in it ſelfe : to which I adde 
with Saint Cypriaz in his Book De wnitate Eccleſie, Opto 
equiaem, ut { fieri poteſt, nems de fratribus pereat , & con- 
ſentient populi corpus unum gremio ſuo gaudens mater in- 
cludat. Which as it will be great joyto the Church, fo 
noleſle honour to God, whoſe Houſe it is. 
The Church is Domus Dei. inſtituted for none but God, 
in which reſpe& the Grecke Fathers call it K»g:2w in 


_F "62S. eg = 


inthe Councel at Laedicea,2v' di mi; 1am ir mls Kogrexols,F 


&1 rals CxxAnnious 20m (2) who condemned eventhe Feaſts (4) Ca.28. 


of charity made in the Church , as a prophanation of it, 
| B 2 though 


A 4 


(6) In Dedic, 
| Ecclef. Ser. 4. 


: A Sermon preached 
though they were otherwiſe 


fan denics it both, But no marvel, that he that is ſo bold 


_ OT EIA ried HE - _——_ 
ih 2 Oi. OA ro 


| fignes of Chriſtian unz- 
ty, and {txengthened by Apefalical cuſteme , becaule it 
was K-eaur, proper encly to God, Soriptum: eff ,, Domus 
Mea. 2 ; 21 . - 
God cals it His, as if all the reſt were ours, but that Hs, 
and innocaſeto be made bold with , It & written, My 
houſe, Vie our owne houſes we may , how we will, but 
Gods heuſe, as it hath a ſpeciall helineſſe, {0 it hath a ſpe- 
Ciall henexr due to it, howſoever the unmannerly preci- 


= __ _ 
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to-wreſt Gods chaine in heaven out of his hand, dare en- 
trench here upon the ſanity of bi houſe, and maintaine 
that any ether place is as much hw, and as mucty holy; if 
which be true, I know not how our Lord could accuſe 
them of ſacriledge, that bought and ſold in it', as he doth, | 
inthe Text. It i written, My houſe is the houſe of prayer ,but 
ye have made it, (Fc. | 
The Canſecration and Dedication of Churches unto God, | 
is no new thing, no nor yet ſuperſtitious : who thinke it 
ſo, they caſt durt into the tace of all holy Antiquity, yea 
Even of God kima{etfe,mhg hath ever accepted, and ho- 
noured them.” It is the Conſecratian, that makes them ho- 
,and makes God eſteeme them ſo;whichthough they 
be not capable of grace, 'yer receive by their Conſecration | 
« ftixitzal power, whereby they are made fit for divine 
ervice.(a), Ang being conſecrated, there is no danger in 
aſcribing a Holineſſe unto they, if we may beleeve Saint 
Bernard. 9uis parietes t)us ſanttos dicere wereatur , faith | 
he, ques manu facrate port!ficurs tantis ſanttificavere my- | 
fterius?. Ex twire guogue of deinceps ſauttarum' inthi lettro- 
 nagn re ſultare frequenti, fautterum ovationum devote mur- | 
' mraxe {ufurra, [auctarum religuiaien: hevorari beate pr e- 
fenntza, fenttorum ſpiruuumindefeſſaneſcitur cuſtodia viei- 
 lare (þ). Whence 


—_ > CRIED _ oo - 
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; the Theatre, but from an heretical 9) 
 condemaned in the Zyfteſiarand 2 
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Whence comes ſuch ſlovenly behaviour in the Church 
that there is ne difference made between the Temple and 
inion , which was 

an Herericks that 
_ is no _ holineſſe in the oxe,than the other? The 

rophane #/age of it, proceeds from the prophane opin#- 
_ it : —_ that Hit a prophaue opinien £ #3 * f an 


; Atheiſt,or an Heretique at leaſt. For let us have but an ho- 


| e opinion of God,and we muſt have an honoura- 
= — Gods Houſe too: honour him, and honour 
is houſe. 
When we cometo Eharch, ſaith a holy Father of the 
Deviation of thoſe primitive rimes”, Corpors humi fterni- 


rſhipped God toward 


gels, than of wen ;.211uporrtheir knees at the Prayers, all 
upon their feet arthe Sermon, none preſumed ſo mnch 
a$#0:ſit, as being too bold and L1zy a poſture in Gods houſe, 


but anly fuch.as for infi rmity,or ſome other cau ſe were LuHom's6; 
(sifpenſed with;as may: be obſerved out of S; Auguftine. 97: 26.) |» 


\- There were ſome that did nudipedes incedere 1n tem- 


heesom their foe? irt the —_ ;.a ſhame. to the n. that 
hex choir $a/9-on theft Feads in Gods Houſe, where He, 
andhis Avec look upon them; & 3 negGory6N joey 


3 =—_—-- 


Vis, BI1XEES cuxs fletw gandiy pplicanm (Cc). They that (c) Saly.li.7. 
 ſhewed the leaſt devorion, that did not proſtrate their bo. de prov. Dei, 
dies upon the ground in Daniels poſture, yet they bowed 

 #hems 112 Solomons poſture”, | an dg | 
the E4/t, both Prief (d) atid* people (ec), afſoone as they 
preſented themſelves in Gods Houſe. Allthe time thar ; 
they were there, they behayed themſelves with ſuch (&) Þ.Bafil. de 
| modeſty, filence,reverence,and atrention,that it looked * 
like Geds houſe indeed, and they more like a quire of An- 


(s) D.Chryſ. 


x (f),ifrimitationof Moſes,chat would not havertheir (f) Raynaud, 
; * Theol.nat, 


* oY” SH Wo LCSK Brea. cute wo IAG bu 


J.O 


(f) Hom. 36. 


in 1.Cor, 


(eg) De Civit. ws 


Dei. 1.8.c. ult. 


(b) Polit.Ec. 
Srl; F. 


A Sermon,preached 
TRrANcd% igagueur.iriger HU En) d ped; mc Tor Oda yarhn” | m;, 
nd Apa mon fpemao wewng 63ers, ſaith Tame. td his 
Tt was the maine thing, that the Fathers laboured among | a / 
the people, to maintaine the Honour of Gads houſe; that | cal 
they might put a difference betweene a common meeting | ho7 
place in the market,and that which was the nagh-4 Angels is} 
and Archangels,ycathe vety preſence-chamber of the King | Set 
of heaven. nu (ik 2 bo 

The Prieſt hath no way to maintaine his owne honour, | bot 
but by keeping up the honour of the Temple : for if there |Te. 
be no reverence tothe Temple, there will be no.rewerence | wl 
to the Prieſt; Domus Dei will ſoone be made Speluncd Li- | . 1 
tronum;there will be they that will rob both Temple and | 
Prieſt too: as ſome have robd. already.even the Apoſtles \the 
themſelves, giving more honour and title to a Maſter of 4 ithi 
Sef#,than to a Di[ap of Chriſt. But in memory of thoſe - 


bleſſed Saints,we have Churches beare their Names,which pre 
is no diminution of Gods glory, but a provocation of swr be 
zeale. of 
Domus Dei may be called juſtly enough Downs Santti an 
Petri,or Doms $ ant Pauli ; though our peeviſh adver-&h' 
{aries cavill at it. Foras S. Auguſtine ſaies, Nec tamen nos \Þr 
eiſdem Martyribus Templa, ſacerdotia, ſacra, & ſacrificiexri 
conſtituimus;quoniam non ipſs, ſed Deus eoram nobs eſt De- ye 
(g). Churches are not erected tothem, but to their and uſt 
our God in memory of them ; and that for very good rea- to 
ſons,which you may reade in Hooker (h), There is oneÞſt 
memorable place in S. Auguſtine, Santtorum corpora, & bc 
precipue beatorum Martyrum reliquias tanquam Chriſti me-þf 
bra fnceriflem) honoranda,c Baſolicas eorym nomini | 
pellatas, velut loca [anita divino cultui mancipata,' as t 
priffumo & devetione fidelifiimi adeundas credimus :fiquis 
contra hanc ſententiam venerit, non Chriftianus, ſed Euno-ho 
miania, 


at Wimondbam. I, 


n | mianus, Cj Vigilantianus creditar (1). Where he denyes (:) n: Bcc. 
fy, | himto be a Cyrijtian,and marks hun for an Eunm7an,or d4zmaric.73. 
ng a Vigilantian, that will nottrequenr Gods houſes that are 
Bt | called by Saints names. For by this means the Sai#ts are 
ne | honoured;God honoured the more,not rob d; for the my 
«ls is his, and Prayer is hs, ſo that neither his Houſe, nor his 
me | Services taken from him; though they that quarrell a- 
'bout this, have dane what they could totake from him 
wr, \both. Ged ſhould neither ſay the former part of the 
re Text, Domus Mea,nor the latter part, Domus Orationis eff , 
ce which is the next part to.be handled. 
La. . Prayer is the End, to which Gods houſe is creed, Do- Fo 
nd | mea, Domus Orations eft, Though there be many 9- 
Hes \ther religious duties to be exerciſed in Gods Houſe, yet 
f a there is oxe other mentioned , but Prayer. God ſayes, 
ole \Domus Precationss,not domus Predicationis,not excluding 
ch preeching by commending Prayer, but referring my” 
our before Preaching. Preaching'is good,and 10 is Prayer; bur 
of theſe two, though both good, yet one is better than 
2 another. Prayer-hath the ar place with Chriſt * it hath' 
er- the ff place with the Apoſtles, even inthe preſence of 
nos Preaching. Nos ante Orationi,cy Miniſterio verbi inſftames a6 6., 
fciatgrimus: firſt Prayer, then the Miniſtery of the Word ; and 
De- yet the miniſtery of the Word was never of ſo much 
nd uſe as then in the times of the Apoſtles, when they were 
ca- fo plant the Goſpel in all the world. Preaching was at high- 
oneFſt then; aud yet then prayer took place of ir. Oratio was 
,& þcfore Miniſteriumwverbj, Now there is not ſu much need. 
we-pt preaching, as there was in the firſt times of the 
hurch: bur it is ſtill-needfull as in other regards, fo for 
rHAs[he weeding out of Schiſme and Herefie. 
quis| Preaching is the common way, that leads to Faith:but 
wo-howthe morc preaching, the leflc faith.. Inopers me copia 
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I 3 
fecit. Never wasthere ſuch a Sermon-age as this is, and} . 


A Sermon preached 


never was there ſucha /eanneſſe in Religion : We have 


turned all our Members into Eares,8& we are for nothing | 


cl{c but Hearing of Sermons, as if in Religion we were to | 
g0 0 higher then Aurium tenws, up 10 the earts. Preaching 
is butthe Mears to bring us to Prayer : Buomode invece- 

bunt in quem non credjderunt? aut quomodo credent ei,quem 
non 4udierunt? ſaith S. Paul; Prayer is the End of preach. | 


ing:and the means is notto be magnified before the end. 

The frequent Sermons of the Fathers can be no juſtifi.. | 
cation of ſome of our Leffures - for their Sermons Were 
not like thoſe of theſt times; which were meaſured not 
by their length, but their goodneſſe 5 and their goodnefle | 
lay not in an zadigeſied multitude of words , but in a perti-' 
nency and fineſſe of ſpeech; 8 then too Prayer loſt nothing 
of her prerogative,tor cven in S. Chryſoftomes time,whent| 
preaching was moſt plentiful,no part of the Liturgie was 
any day omitted ; Preaching did not cut off Prayer with 
the Prieſt, yet,I muſt rell you, it beganto leflen the djgni«! 
ty of prayer with the people - which he complained of in! 
his third Homily Tet cx<]erinls Bur now prayer is grown 


 toſucha lender xefpert ; that we do 'whar we can tc 


have nothing clſe but preachingin the Church, and no 
prayer at all. Witnefle the corrupt cuſtome of ringing 
Sermon-bels in ſome Churches, which could for no othe 
end be brought in, but to. bring ſc4rſave-into the Charc 
with it. For let a Sermori-bell yine, and then people arc 
tolled tothe Church likea fwarme of Bees together: but 
let a bel{toll onely unto prayers; News hercule,nems, Nont 
comes then, none at all, as if prayer were of no force 
preaching did all ; asif Chriſt would take itwell atthei 
hands.tocorre&t his words;to put Prerer out bf the Text 
and to putin preaching, Ay houſe is the houſe of preachin 


' 
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s 
didſay;and iris cyentheſame,which rene” ey. 
of our dayes have ſucked from them, #5=3:), pr, ings; 
a 4 Suu 2m0s. bruning + 
They could 94 at home, butthey could not meete with 
a Sermon, unleſſe they met ar Cherch. - Hee calls it 
wJoxe7 «n474, atold applogy;and yet it proceeded from 
a hot zeale. A mri; OUT aTy HELM jÞ 30 1 L126 ave 
6s Con ae by 1dr 6403 vund by averipers mls y Ems Honky KT) cu 708 
dy es mb liv mage AG Ty 16 UT 72) 0h legal EH TUDSE 18 Gf m2 2\L0ns 
of 1i deed votes x76 5 cp parids 4 745 yds 3 owTequit, wh al may iephoy 
wa. Pray at home wee may, but wee cannot pray at 
home as «: Chyrth, where there is a reverend «f{embly 
of F athers,an unanime {upplication unto God, where 
there is amongſt «s all but #»e wind, and one voice, and 
the bondof charity, and the prayers of the Prieft ; to 
which I adde, the <A#ſolution and Blefiing of the 
Prieſt, - | 

] % the cauſe of ſo little growth in Religionthat there 
is ſo little profit made of 1a. many Sermons, 
there isa contempr of Church-prayer,that ſhould blefſe 
them. Prayer isnot utterly: juſtled out of the Church, 
the D,velnever laboured to bring that eo paſſe : but 

private prayer is broughtin, that was never warranted 
to have a roome i» publique, Hom i it they, brethren ? 


ſaith Saint Paul, when yee come together, every oe bf you 1 Corrs. 16. 


hath 4 pſ«l me hath a doftrine, hath 4 tongue, hath « reve- 
lation, hath aninterpretation. . Nay now, every one of you 


hath a Pray:r —_— na _ oy Prieſts in the Pul- 
tundry proyers 3 
C 


Whea the publique 
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74 A Sermon preached 
prayers of the Church are ended, every. one, begins a 
newzand places more vertue (it maybe)inan extempo- 
38 rall prayer of his owne invention, then in what the 
Church hath in her mature judgement appointed, ſo 
that 4 comes fo-concluae with, hkethie Lords prayer, as 
iFit perfe#edallthe reſt. 
= Cove. Carth. '-It was forbidden in divers Councils, * that any 
| | _ —_* A prayers ſhould bee rafhly powred: out unto God in the 
| cap.70, Church, but onely fuch as were before approoved ia 
the Gonncills, or by the learned Fathers of the Church, 
Ne forte aliquid' contra fide, wel per ignorantiam, wet 
| . per minus ftudium fit compoſitum, as tis expreſſed in 
| |bcan, 12, the Atlevitan Councill under Innocent 1. Itis not left 
| tro every man to uſe what prayers he pleaſe, for they: 
may fmell of :gnorance, or'idleneſſe, and may ſerve to 
convey to'the people ſchiſmaticall and heretical do- 
'S. Mat.6.7. Qrines. Our Zord commanded: his LpoſiHes. to uſe a 
forme of prayer ; andthe Church hath appointed' xs one 
r00; to prevent the profanation of his Houſe by tanto- 
oo} nap cor; tedionſneſſe, rawneſſe, and other 
ſurdities-in extemporalt prayer, which our Lord di. 
res his ſpeech againſt, and calls it bab/ing, and not 
praying, Gods houſe is not to bee made a houſe of 
babling, but a houfe of prayer : And the prayers that are 
authorized inthe Church are called Collefis, but not 
private prayers, becaufe they were approoved in an 
Ecclefiaſticall 4 ſſembly-; or a ColleHione populi, as Al. 
2 cap.de cele- cuinys de diving offic. * becauſe we A ſſembletogether: 
| bat Mile. 15 that end,whichis, to pray. 
Itis Common prayer, that hath obtained the name of 
the ferviceofGod, asifthatwerethe ſumme of " Re- 
18100, | 


| 
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Ligion. And indeed Religion never grew tofucha 
height, as when Common prayer was ſct by : and 
never was it brought into ſuch a conſumption, as 


when raw and extemporary preaching came into 
the roome of it;for thence came factions, {chiſ- 


mes, and perturbations of the Churches peace, Tf 
wee would have &eligion live amongſt us, Prayer 


muſt be ſeated in Gods houſe, Domus mea, domus 
Orations eff. 

Prayer rſt never be turned out ; for if the End, 
for which Gods houſe was inſtituted, be altered, 
then the property is altered, and it is Gods houſe no 
longer. bod ſaycs, Domns mea, Eſt domnus oratio. 
ni, not Fnit,or Erit ; 1s the houſe of prayer, to ſig- 
nifie the perpernation of the ſame End. Itishere in 
Saint Luke, Domus orations eft, but in Saint Mat. 
thew, Domus oratiouts vocabitur, to make it more 
full. The Honſe of God is the honſe of prayer, both 
147% 73 ).4)wXs and xg4m479 ave: jtis both the name, and: 
the nature of Gods houſe, The houſe of prayer, either 
of them of authority ſufficient to give prayer the 
chiefeſt place init. | 

Howlocverit reaſon willnot prevaile for prayer, 
yet God himſe!/fe muſt ; here is his Script#meſt, to 
take offall cavill, preaching muſt give place to prayer 


inthe Temple, God himſelfe hath ſaydir ; and Chriſt 


hath ſaid it againe, /t s wrjtten, My houſe i the 
houſe of prayer. Who fitter to order and impoſe 
Lawes to a bouſe,than the Mafterof it £ Let God be 
Maſter inhis owne Houſe : let not man croſſe the end, 
that he hath deſtined it to; B that is, as Gamaliel 
2 {aid 


S. Mat.21.13 


c 


C7. 25.18: 
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: holy, haly, LoxdCed of: Sabaath. The Temp 
morelike Heiwey, and Hormore like the Angels of 


faidinthe Councill of the lewts, 19 rebelt and fight 
againſt God. - Cui d1xit alignerdo angelorum, faich 
Saint Pawl,Y «to which of the Angels ſaid God at any 
time, T hou art my Seyne,this day have I begotten thee? 
Soſay I,1» quo hbre Scripty | 
Ser:ptare is it written, 445 houſe « the houſe of preach- 
we ? Ifthey had fuch a Text for preaching as wee 
have forprayer, then they mightthe better defend 
that preaching which ſhuts out prayers. Saint 20hn in. 
flicks a Curſe upon all them, that ſhall ade to the 
WordofGed, or take fromit. It is not ſafe thento 


wreſt the Text, to take' away proyer, and topurt in 


preach ing,for it is againſt the ſcope ofthe Text. Gods 
houſe is recorded for a houſe of prayer by all faure 


Eveneclifis. As ous ſaviour toid the Scribes and” 
Phariſces,whenthey tithed mrint,cnd aw nrſe,o cum- 


1 $.Mar 23.23. 9inbutnegleRed mercy, judgomert and farth, Theſe 


ought ye tohave done, a4 not io leave the other tun- 
done. SolcePreaching have a place in the Church, 
bur les not Frager: be negleftcd, - that ought to have 
the chiefe place IE 

Doxolog.e is a part of prayer ; but that the Angels 
dor, and We ſhall ever doe in heawen, crying, Holy, 
le is then 


KNeaven, when weeare intheaGt of prayer, God 

bath commanded thathis &onſe- on earth have as 

neane: a reſemblance as may be to his howſe 1m kra- 

vey, and that is the worke of Frazer, 18 « writtey., 
My bonfercthe houfe of Prayer. © 

But it was neither like Heaven, nor bke.a Houſe, 

| - x - when 
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when Chriſt viſited it - God and Prayer were 
both driven out by Theever, and the Houſe was 
turned intoa Dewnr, Vos auters feciitus tam Spe- 
luntam. 

The Temple was not onely prophaned, but pro- 
phaned ina high manner. Domus Dei was not made 
D omus. Hominuzs 3 nor Downs Orations, Domus 
Negotiations, as it-is in Saint John, but 49Seiner Cap. .y.16, 
To1S ALQ81S 3 UT 644 ©} , GDnAmvon by 04 YO mow Chry. 
otome, * The greatncfle of the Offence ma 
{* meaſured $a the harſhneſſe of the _—_— 
in that oux Loxd calls it nct a Houſe at all, but a 
Deane. 

A Houſe receives the Lizhtintoir,but a Denneisa 7o_ 
place of Darkeweſſe. Light becomes him, whois the 

. £atber of Light : God is Light,ſaith Saint John, and 

| I 4727-46 na darkene (ſe at all. His woskes are Operas 
lack, his chi'dren F1ilis /ucis,and his habitation Domus. I, 
lics. To ſhut out avy lizht, that may bee uſetultin 
Gods houſe, is wit!) the ewes to make ta Depnez as 
they would doe,that would {hut out the Coremaentes 
out of the Church : for take away the Ceremonies. 
out ofthe Church, and take away the £244 that is-in 
it, Senſe i$ 4 guide to the wwderſtanging x and wee Rom. 1.20, 
are led rojthe 5nwif6bie things by the uſe l', No Rim 
ligion. was ever without Ceremonieszall nations, not 
onely ewes, but Genti'es, uſed their Rites and Cercm 
8/c5 3 the tune of Worſbip,all meering inthis,as a 

Mural! principle, that D wine merſbip cannot bee 

rightly performed without an owmwerd ſelempuity. 

Gad gig not forbid the Paging commanded —_ 

| 3 | the 
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the uſe *of Ceremonies, though Heathen 1dolaters 
i8 abounded with them. 

ll - The Moral! Law, and the Ceremonial! Law were 
[| not given one without the other, neither can they 
| now be parted; noris there any Ceremonie fo bare, 
| that is not clothed with ſome Morality, People are” 
| inſtructed aswell by what they ſee, as by whatthey 
heare; and to ſee the pidtsre of a Saint in a glaſle 
window will preach more Religion to them, then 
toſce the pizinreota Horſe or aw Oxe iu Gods Houjt ; 
the one puts them in mind, that it is Gods Hovſe, 

the other doth but make it more like a Dez. 

| VW\ hatdeyotion can that raiſe ina mans thoughts, 

ll | to beholdin the Church Gods Prieſt like a peaſapt, 

ll no habit to difference him from ſome ſordid me- 

'F & chanique? and to heare Gods Service flubberd over 

| withas /ittle Ceremony, as a Serivener reades a Boyd 
or Indenture? 

The word Crremony carries light init ; for Cere- 
monie tanquam Cerei, they are as lights, that give 
a luſter to Gods houſe,and his Servicein it. 

l ; The Church cannot but bee darke, if the /izht of 
[| ** Ceremonies be wanting : but if the 4124t of knowledze 
il be wanting too, thats required inthe Prieſts of it ; 
tt cannot but darken it much more. For the moſt 
part thefe two, the want of k»owledze, and the 
contempt of Ceremonies goe topether : for none is 
more apt to ſtumble at a c:remonie,thana blind Pricft 
that cannot ſee through his groſle 7gnorarce. « | 

The Tradeſmans fiall comes not behinde the D#- | 

vinitie Schoole ; for that hath brought forth ma- | 


ny | 
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'tiy Divixes too, that have left ſowing off garments 
.and madea r#t in the Church, Ang how many bee 
there that have but /{zp# « time in the Y niverſity,that 
have returned immediatly inſpired with the gift of 
Propheſy,as he did witfithe gitt of Poetry,that dream? 
«pon Parnaſſus; * When the Church is filled with 
ſuch an ignorant Prieſthoed, it may truly be cal- 
led aDenne. 
The learning of the Clergy is the- light of: the 
Chuxch;theretore was the Primitive Chnrch ſo care- 
full topreſerve it. None was tobee admitted unto 


Orders without a. ſtrict examiration,that the Nicene ;, eap. 9, 


Councell ® provided for. If any man was ſufficient 
inreſpe of parts, yet if he were a novice, hee was 
not to be promoted to- the Prieſt-hosd, that! was 


looked aftcr by the Fathers in divers Councills.< No c conc.Nie. 


. . - , (4p.2.Conc, 
Biſhop was to appoint his Succeſſor, for that he might © vey 


doe for ſome private reſpe&, but he was tobe cho- 
ſen bythe judgement of a. Synod; that was deter- 


mined in the Councills at «4 ntioch, d.ind Laodicea ©, 4 CaÞ. 23; 
The clefion of Prieſts was not permitted:to the < 4p. *+- 
People inthe ſame Councill at Laodceat; forthey:£cp 13. 


might. be- perhaps competent judges of their fe, 
but not of their /earnijnz, And then too, it was. 


ordered, that there ſhould be an aſcent by degrees g core Sadie. 


a Pers.in prol. 


to Eccleftaiticall promotions 8$,that neither ignorance, ©: 3 


nor indeſert might uſurpe a ſeate in Gods howſe. 

But it is to ſmall purpoſe to ſhut Tgnorarceout ofthe 
Temple, unleſſe Yitionſneſſe be ſhut out too; for the 
Temple is mage a Denne both wayes, not onely by 
the :gnoraxce, but by. the foulenefſe of life in th 
Prieſt 
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Eccleſia epiſt. 
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Prieſs.hood. Hereſie and ſchiſme get ground in the 
Church by tenorance;but contempt of Religion comes 
in by the Prieffs prophanencs, When they,thart ſerve 
at the CAliar, are ſonnes of Belial, like Eltes 


ſoxnes, they make men t0 aBhorre the ſacrifice of the 


Lord, yea God himſclfe to abhorre his owne ſa- 
crifice, . 

The Yrim and the Thummim were put in LL aro:s 
Breaft-plate, that he might not onely ſhine before 
the people inſoundneſſe of DoBrine, but inperfe#ron 
of iife. He that hath the Yrim and notthe Thammin, 
whoſe Life doth not go together with his Pod#renc, 
with Penelope he undoecs all againe, and pulls downe 
more with the one,than he builds up with the other. 
Debet prepouderare vita ſaceravtts, ficut preponderat 
gratia. Nam qui alios preceptis ſuis ligat, debrt ipſe 
legitima precepta in ſe cuſtodjre, ſaith Saint eAm- 
broſe*, The people will be the moreready to keepe 
the Law, if the Prieſt keepes it himſelfe ; forthey 
are guided more by a good example, thenby a good 
Scrmon. God would not admit aman to his 2 !rar 
that wanted an «ye, or a ha7:d, or a foote, .or had any 
blemiſhinhis body 5 much Jefle then in his ſoule, as 
Phito obſerves, A ug buct 73h T8 Ph CAR Fg wel (vl a 
Term 363 3Þ 38 ors BvaTE?! Ginput T5 beghios £21 Rem [eps | @ wu 
und arynue kg tives mri y TAL Woln Tha d Sava fy Pu 
Tuma Sha rare Tv tyre Te wr a. ; 

Holineſſe becomes Gods houſe; Yice pollutes it, 
and makes ita Dexneeſpecially the vice of the Clcr- 
: torthat whichis bur a ſingle ſure inthe people, 


doe 
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- doethe Schooles ©, inthat regard Heisa ſacred perſon c OI, Ge bs: 
-thatcommitsit. | , Of. 
The Perſondoth much aggravate the crime, when 
he is not an ordinary perſon, but one of greater emi- 
nensy. V os autemfeciftis cam” ſpeluncam,” makes rhe 
prophanationof Gods houſe of a higher quality-z 7r & 
written, My houſe is the houſe of prayer, but Teehave 
made it a dennc of theeves, 
\\, The J7ewes ſhould have maintained the Homozr of 
Gods houſe, howſocver any prophane Edowites 
might havelaid ſacriJegious hands upon it: but-they 
did worſethen even the Edomites would have done: 
torthey would have made 3t,ys houſe at all, but rhy7 
madeit a Denne of T heeves;they would haye put.it 
to rnine, but theſeput it to infamy. Quideſt, quad 
DileFus mers in Domo mea fecit ſcelera multa, 1"2-rg. 
God complainesin Teremie, that it was not ondly 
his awne hoaſe, that was prophaned; but that they 
were his owne people that prophaned it; nay, they 
that were his owne Prieſts too : The nearer to God 
the defender is, the nearer the ; es g0cs to Gods 
heart. Chriſt is more offended at the os, then af 
the Spelunca: And this would be thought on among 
&;, whom God hath inyeſted in the Prieſts office, 
that the ſixnes of the Prieſts are not onely more 
dangerous in reſpet of the people, but allo more 
beynoxsinreſpect of themſelves, 10 
The /os ſtands not idle in the Tex+#;"\ the Perſons - 
that made Gods houſe 4 Denne, made that finne the = 
greater; but ſo much the greater, iathat hey made 
it not onely a Derne, but a Denne of Theeves, 
<- 5, D Chriſt 
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22 A Sermon jreached. 
Chriſt ſaies not," 70s. feciſtis ihuns ſpriniream Bellua- 
7um, but [peluncam Latronum, as 1t.that were ade- 
gree bigher, and Thecves were worle than Beaſts , 
tor natare inforceth the one, but the will mooveth 
the other to rapine./\ Theyare #04 for prey; but the 
Thiefe isthe moreinſfatiablet the Zeaft followes his 
prey but for zeceſiity. | | 

Our Lord was crucified betweene Two theeves x, 
and he ſuffers betweene 3wo kind of Theeves ſtill to 
this day, betweene the Secret, and the open thiete. 
\ The Heretiqueand the Srhiſmatique convey them» 
ſelves ina ſzeaking manner into Gods houſe under 
the covert of halineffe. TheſeSaint Inde comparesto- 


' Oreegers, there ave, ſaith he, certaine men crept in 
. Wnawares, SO Saint Pad, Theſe are they that creepe 


into mens hoaſes, ledding captive filly women : and 
from thence feeding upon Sly Soules, they have 
Grept into-Gods-houſe too,chting the Ore which. 
none but the Prieft ſhould eate: for men cafe not 
how they rob the pariſh-prieſt of his parrimonte, fo 
they give -a benentolence to a crept in Sel-maker : 
Their Cx2ep1#g diſcovers them to be Wormes; 'ahd. 
whete they come, they are as bad & pla9we as the 
Licein-<gypt, forthey gnaw upon Gods people, till 
atlength they die the death-of Herod, who was ee 
2 of wormes, Thete was.a ſecret politic thought 
on,when ſchiſme nouriſheda preſumption of ſway- 


wbe made: Denne of Theeves, There were ſecret 
made, and ſecres ourhes taken, and ſeorrt reſerve- 
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_ the Church ; and the deſtiny of Gods houſe was, . 
aſhipned for benefices, and ſecret orders. 
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vroxs with the doners. But this ſecret plot was 
broughtto light ; and the p/otrers were reprooved, 
as Chriſt reprooved them in the Text, F os auters | 
feciitis iUlam ſpeluncam latronum. 

There is another kind of Threfe, that doth not 7. 
enter in by the doore, bur climbes up another way $5-19Þ-10.r: | 
| byaprivate contratt with a Simoniacatl patron, Such 

a Prieſt, and Patroy arelike Simeon and Levi, they 
conſpired together to flay- the Sichemites's theſe 
contrat# together to ſlay the ſoules of a multitude. 

They make Gods houſe betweene them a Farme, and 

itis ſold to him that gives moſt for it. Gods'Houſe 
isbought and ſold by theſe two at a farre deaver rate, 

than our Lora himſelſe was ſoldand bought by Ida 
and the Phariſees : but as the Shepheard then z ſo 

now the Flock is bought and ſold for mony. By 

this back-doore, inſufficiency in the Prieſt-hood, iz- 
norance, impiety, oppreſsion, covetouſneſſe, neglect of 

the peoples ſoules, yea all kind of finne enters in. 
Hence the people are fed with huskes, 'unlefle a 

diſh beeſtolne fom anothers table ; and hee that 
cannot make a Sermon, ſteales one, which is like 

a Tailors =: made up of ſundry remnants, thathe 

hath ſtolne from others ; and he himſelfe is like the 

Crow in Horace op that was plumed with her birds a PHR.Nb.9 
feathers, Hence comes not the ſeeding of rhe floeke, 
but the feeding of himſeiſe, of which 'God .com- 
Plaines, Zac comtrdtbatis, & lanis operichamini, & Execs; 36.3 


qn0d cr aſſum eyat occidebatis 3 arent mewyo wry © 
cha, And no marvaile, thre © Tooke aReh 
nothing but g4jve, that _ booght Jo dave; Eu 
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houſe is ſold as Ioſeph was unto the Midianitiſh mere 
chants, that made ſale of himagaine; which was the 
very intention of Sim0x Mags, as Saint Augn{tine 


ſpeakes :,Simon ideo volebat emere Spiritum ſantFum, 


quia vendere volebat Spiritum ſanictum, Bur let them 
remember, that all this is pretzum ſangaints, that 
they put intotheirtreaſury, and that they doe or 
tam patrimonium facultatum, quam theſaurum crimi- 
num congsregare, ſauh Saint CAmbroſe ®, Allthe 
Fathers comment upon theſe Theeves, that theſe arc 
the Theewves that are meant by the Ementes,and Yerx- 
aentes'inthe Temple, the Buyers 6 Sellers of Church. 
livings.The Apoſtles®, and ſucceeding Councillsd 


provided againſt theſe by ſharpe ſentence of depoſari- 


onand excommunication ; therefore they arc ſecres- 
theeves. | 4 
Bit there be open theewes too; the one undermine, 
the other offer violence to Gods houſe;thatthe more 
dangerous, thisthe more bold frnxe. 
- There was oncea Statatretoſtint the devorion of 
men,they broyghtſo freely to Gods Houſe t but how 
there needs a Conner-ſtatate, for that devotion was, 
notinſo ſhorta time raiſed, as it was pulled downez: 
and-men; thought. it no robbery' 29 robbe God, 'God 
hathall the be. of his Houſes and Lands impropria-> 


ted, the. meaneſt and of ſmalleit value tit enough for 


the #xiefthood; and hexein Saul is the more righte-! 


for he ſpared the. fatreſt of the flogke far Sacrefbets- 
bath qrdaibed, that He that ſerues at che Altar, 
live onthe Altar, {ach Saint Panb; andtbey- 
nowthat have. ao Tight to cate -of it. No 
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meere L4dy-man ever was diſpenſed with: to recezve 
Gods Rents; that belonged to the Prieſthood, Tem | , "Ot 
Bader Nadie mis ie aus dvSgumus, ſaith Phils x. mils Sacerd. * 
The very name of Impropriation excludsa proper. & bonond. 
titletothem - for the Founagrs gave them 'to God 
neverto be alienated from the Church, butto.be Hi 
during his Life - till God aies then, and bequeathes 
them away by Wil, they, muſt be Hi. Their reli. *- 
gious Founders fenced themwrh a Curſe, thatthey 
might not be eaſily intrenched upon; and wiſhed 
that whoſcewer did take any thing from the Church, he. 
might receive the doome at the laſt day, which is due | 
to Sacriledgeagainſt God.. . - » +1" ; .blael. apdi-pa. 
 Astheſerob God of his Lads and Endowments 4,439; 
So othersrob himofhis Tithes, God lookes to have -»07 gy 
the.Tithe of everything in kizd, no cu/tome can pre. 2, 
vaileagainſt him, God rakesthe Prieſts part in Ti- 
thesand Offerings, becauſe the Prieft is birt his De. 
puty, or Colletor, Will a man rob God? yet yee have Mal.z 8. 
robbed me « but ye ſay Wherein have wee nabbrarhte's- 
In tithes & offerings. And there God iyouc ea 
the reaſon he allowed them 70 r47zne from hea- 
ven was, becauſe they allowed him »otithes of the 
fruites, wherewith hee had bleſled them 97 earth. a Serm.de 
Noluimmns partiri cum Deo Decimas ,nunc autem To- Temp.2199 , 
tum tollitur *. Saint” Auſffmetpldbis 3.4uditors ſoin 
atime of dearth, yee would not give Godthe tenth, 
and now Cod hath given you none. Nine for ontis 
faire : let God havethatat leaſt. | 
As it isa ſinneto rob God ofhis Tithes;fo is it a ſin 
to rob God of his Service. The Prieſt robythe peo. 7 
ple by notaffording them the DivineService, asthe 
_ x; 2 people 
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people doth the Prietby not paying him the Tithes., 
Either the Charch-prayers be not read art all, or if 
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they be read, they are ſhortned, Nay let God have all 
his Prayers, asyou would have all his Tithes, They 
that ſhorten God of his Prayers, would ſhorten him 
of any thing elſe too. 
They that be the Guardians of the Church, are the 
eibiteſ Theeves of all, forthe Church truſts them to 
reſent abuſes, and they preſent »91hing atall ; and 
hence it is that the Church is made Spelunca latro- 
um, 4 Denne oftheeves, 

Tfthis crime were but »ew, it might be the more 
cafily reformed; but the growth of time makesit the 
moredifficult. It isnot Y os facits, as if it were be- 
gun but now, but Yos feciſtis, that implics a long 
continuance, The Church hath beenemade a Dexre 
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of theeves, too long : God grant, that every man in | 


his place may endeayour the reformation ofit, that it 
may be Domus 074tions againe, — latro- 
»#m, the Houſe of Prayer againe, 

Dewne of theeves, = 


| 


no longer 2 | 
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